
Visa Waiver Program (VWP) 
 
Important Notices: 
 
On October 17, President Bush announced the imminent expansion of the Visa 
Waiver Program (VWP) to include the Czech Republic, Estonia, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Hungary, the Republic of Korea and the Slovak Republic. Nationals of 
these countries continue to require visas to travel to the United States during the 
transition period. DHS has announced that nationals of the Czech Republic, 
Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Hungary, Republic of Korea and the Slovak 
Republic will be able to travel without a visa for tourist and business travel 
of 90 days or less beginning on November 17 provided they possess a 
biometric passport and register on-line through the Electronic System for 
Travel Authorization (ESTA). Please visit the following website for more 
information: http://www.travel.state.gov/pdf/VWP-QUICKREF(2). 

 The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) announces 
implementation of the Electronic System for Travel 
Authorization (ESTA), which began to accept voluntary 

ESTA applications starting on August 1, 2008. ESTA is a fully automated 
electronic system for screening passengers before they begin travel to the United 
States under the Visa Waiver Program (VWP). ESTA applications may be 
submitted at any time prior to travel to the United States, and VWP travelers are 
encouraged to apply for authorization as soon as they begin to plan a trip to the 
United States. It is anticipated that ESTA will become mandatory for VWP 
travelers from current VWP member countries on January 12, 2009 and for 
VWP travelers from newly admitted VWP countries in mid-November 2008. 
Currently, 27 countries participate in the Visa Waiver Program, including 
Andorra, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Brunei, Denmark, Finland, France, 
Germany, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Monaco, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Portugal, San Marino, Singapore, Slovenia, 
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, and the United Kingdom.  

For more information on the Visa Waiver Program: 
http://travel.state.gov/visa/temp/without/without_1990.html 

For more information on ESTA: https://esta.cbp.dhs.gov 

 
Información resumida en español:  
 
Se informa que a partir del dia 17 de noviembre del 2008 los siguientes países 
formarán parte del Programa de Exención de Visas ( VWP). Los paises son: 
Corea, República Checa, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Hungria y Eslovaquia. 
Para participar del programa deben cumplir con tres condiciones: 
 

http://cbp.gov/xp/cgov/travel/id_visa/esta/�
http://travel.state.gov/visa/temp/without/without_1990.html
https://esta.cbp.dhs.gov/


1- Tener el E-passport 
2- Motivo del viaje turismo o negocios, y estadias menores de 90 dias 
3- Registrarse en ESTA a partir del día 17 de noviembre, antes de viajar, 

y esperar que le envien la respuesta. 
 

Para los demás países que ya formaban parte del Programa (Andorra, Australia, 
Austria, Belgica, Brunei, Dinamarca, Finlandia, Francia,Alemania, Islandia, 
Irlanda, Italia, Japon, Liechtenstein, Luxemburgo, Monaco, Holanda, Nueva 
Zelanda, Noruega, Portugal, San Marino, Singapore, Eslovenia, España, Suecia, 
Suiza y Reino Unido) recién deben registrarse con el ESTA a partir del 12 de 
Enero del 2009, no antes. 
 
El sistema ESTA es totalmente gratuito. Tengan cuidado en usar solamente la 
pagina web oficial porque ya han salido sitios que se ofrecen de intermediarios y 
cobran caro. 
 
La página oficial de ESTA es : https://esta.cbp.dhs.gov 
 
Cualquier duda o consulta escriba a : Paraguayconsular@state.gov 
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