
The Immigration and Naturalization Law of the United States of America assumes that each visa 
applicant is applying with the intent to immigrate.  Because of this, each applicant for a visa must 
prove the following: 
 

• That they have a well-established residence outside of the United States as well as other 
obligations in their own country that assure that they will return to their country of origin at the 
end of their visit.  Because of this, each applicant should apply for a visa in their current 
country of residence if that is different from their country of birth or nationality.   

• That their stay in the United States will be for a limited and specific time. 
• That they have the financial resources necessary to cover the costs of the visit and round-trip 

transportation. 
 

Applicants should bring any visas for travel to the United States that they have received in the past.  
They may also present documents that they believe demonstrate the above points.  Normally, these 
will be documents that prove work, income, study, or, in the case of dependants (wife or husband, 
children under 18 years of age), similar documents for their spouse or parents.  Applicants may bring 
any documents they feel are appropriate, however, the consular officer will generally only wish to 
inspect employment letters, bank statements, prior passports and/or visas and professional 
credentials.  Titles to property and vehicles, stock certificates and articles of incorporation are not 
encouraged. Dependents must also prove their relationship to the family member in question with a 
birth or marriage certificate.  Each document must be an original, must be current and must be 
legalized by the Paraguayan government where appropriate.  Presenting falsified documents with the 
application may result in a finding of permanent ineligibility for a visa and being permanently barred 
from entering the United States.  There is no one document that guarantees the issuance of a visa. 
 

BASIC STEPS 
 
You may see general information on the Consular section of our Web page: 
http://paraguay.usembassy.gov/, select Spanish language, and then go to the Visas subsection. 
 

1. Pay US$131.00 (payment is made in Guarani) per person for the application at BANCO 
REGIONAL SAECA ( see branches at: www.bancoregional.com.py  ). Payment for visa 
application is not reimbursable and has one year validity. 

 
2. Fill out and print Form DS-156.  Access the following Web page: 

http://paraguay.usembassy.gov/ where such form will be available. 
 

3. Take note of the barcode numbers inserted in both pages of the form.  
 

4. Now you are able to set up your appointment.  Go to the page “Schedule an Appointment” or 
go directly to the link in our Web page: 
https://evisaforms.state.gov/default.asp?postcode=ASN&appcode=3 and select “Schedule an 
Appointment”.  From that moment on you should follow a series of necessary steps. 

 
5. Come to the appointment with relevant documents, including receipt of payment from the 

Banco Regional, visa application form DS-156 filled out on line, printed page of number of 
appointment confirmation, a 5 x 5 centimeter color photo with white background, valid 
passport and original documents giving proof or evidence of economic solvency and personal, 
family, professional and/or labor ties in the country of origin.  Minors under the age of 14 
years of age do not have to come to the interview.  

6. All visa applicants must complete form DS-156 electronic version 
(http://evisaforms.state.gov). In addition, men between 16 and 45 years of age must 
complete form DS-157 and applicants for student visas and exchange program visas must 
complete form DS-158.  These forms can all be accessed at the consular section of the 
Embassy‘s website:  http://usembassy.state.gov/paraguay-esp/consular.html.     
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